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TO THE REPUBLICANS OF MANCHESTER. 





CITIZENs, Dorchester Gaol, Dec. 21, 1822, 
I HAVE received a report of the proceedings of a meeting to 
celebrate my birth-day in Manchester, and whilst I return 
you thanks for the honour you have done me, | must beg 
to be excused from inserting it in “ The Republican.” I 
should not have hesitated, had I not seen an account of 
the meeting fully and fairly reported in “ The Stamfqed 
News.” 

So long as a Newspaper can be found to report the pro- 
ceedings of such meetings, or such as may be deemed worth 
reporting, [| wish to keep the pages of ‘“* The Republican” 
for matter of another kind, particularly as I am at this 
moment very much crowded, and in arrears with corre- 
spondences. When you cannot find justice in any other 
print, the pages of “ The Republican,” shall be open to 
any thing you wish inserted, as was the case last year, but 
as the Editor of “‘ The Stamford News,” is as impartial 
and fair as a man can be, I shall hope to see him give a 
good report of your proceedings on the 29th day of January 
next, and that the admirers of Mr. Paine will make a re- 
spectable congregation on that day all over the country. 

To be candid with you, I’ would rather you would not 
waste your time and means to celebrate my birth-day, but 
that you would reserve your strength for such days as 
Paine’s birth-day, the Anniversary of American Indepen- 
dence, and the Revolution of Spain. These are days worth 
noticing, particularly as the latter is New Year’s Day. 
Living characters should oot be flattered, for no one can 
say what they may be before they die. ‘The character of 
a mao cannot be estimated until death. Without adulation 
we can support what we approve. 

[I have also received a string of resolutions from Leeds on 
the same occasion, and make an apology for not printing 


them on the same grounds. 
R. CARLILE, 


Printed and Published by R. Carlile, 55, Fleet Street. 




















962 THE REPUBLICAN. 


TO. MR. THOMAS. MEASE, GROCER, DRAPER, 
AND METHODIST, OF STOKESLEY, YORK- 
SHIRE. 





Dorchester Gaol, December 18, Year 
1822 of the God that was born of a 
woman, whom he had himself im- 
pregnated; that is, of a God whe 
had begotten himself upon the body 
of a virgin, and had passed through 
her womb without destroying her 
virginity! and who was killed to 
please himself! The immortal God 

Str, SAINT, AND SAVAGE, that died / 

You have been making free with my name in your neigh- 
bourhood, about which I am highly pleased, but it justifies 
me in publishing yours to the whole country. You have 
had a dispute with Mr. Robert Armstrong of Stokesly, partly 
controversial and partly abusive, upon matters of opinion, 
and you have the merit of originating it. I do not address 
you particularly on the general subject of your dispute, Mr. 
Armstrong, I perceive, is an over match for you on that 
head, but I intend to expose your private character, because 
you have attempted to degrade mine by printed falsehoods. 
It is also my intention to say a few words to you on what is 
called Methodism generally, as you are the first avowed Me- 
thodist that I have any recollection of having publicly ad- 
dressed. 

You have printed a speech you delivered at a Methodist 
Missionary Meeting, on June the second of the present year. 
In that publication you attempted to condemn and to ridicule 
‘the conduct of some persons in your neighbourhood who 
have avowed themselves the admirers and the supporters of 
Thomas Paine. You were answered in two short letters by 
Mr. Armstrong, in which answer you are put upon your 
mettle to defend your character as well as your faith. You 
have replied in a pamphlet you have called “ The Rebound,” 
but it should have been called, to have been been rightly 
named, ‘“‘ The Louncer,” as bouncers are very apt to re- 
bound, and your “ Rebound” abounds with bouncers. 

The first bouncer I find on page 25. You say: “ Yoube- 
lieve, a Temple of Ignorance might have been found a few 
months back in London, but wanting that credit which eyve- 
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ry public Institution requires, it is now no more, whilst its 
lawless founder is snugly lodged in Dorchesier Gaol.” 
Now, Sir, this assertion implies that my shop and house in 
London was seized upon and shut up for want of credit to 
keep it open: and this I beg leave to tell you is a bouneéer. 
If I had applied the epithets of liar and monster to you as 
well as savage they would have been equally appropriate, 
for you evidently not only rejvice at my being imprisoned 
because I have questioned the truth of the doctrines you 
hold and teach, but you rejoice at the idea that the Chris- 
tians have been able to rob me successtully, and say that I 
have fallen for want of credit! And pray where is the diffe- 
rence in your character and that of a highwayman? You 
have no breach of morals, no act of dishonesty to place to 
my charge, and yet you would rejoice in assisting to rob and 
imprison me, because I cannot think as you profess to think, 
or because I will not play the hypocrite to profess what | 
do not think, (which is very likely to be your case) and ex- 
cuse yourself by misrepresenting me. 

My bouse and shop was not shut up for want of credit. 
My credit has never failed, notwithstanding all the robbe- 
ries and other injuries Ihave sustained. I pay every one as 
far as [ can, and I can proudly say that my debts are trifling 
when compared with my credits, after all the power of 
Christianity has been put in motion:to ruin me. Does not 
Thomas Mease know, that although my stock in trade has 
been twice seized, and my shop twice shut up by the Chris- 
tian Robbers,. not for a debt, but for a fine of their own im- 
posing: does he not know, that I have always been able to 
open another house and shop within a few weeks, and that 
entirely upon the strength of a good credit? If he does not 
know it, 1 now publicly tell him so, and set him down as a 
man who neither respects his word nor his credit or he would 
_ not have put forth such a falsehood. 

In the next paragraph you call me: “the impious wretch 
whose unparalleled profanity the walls of his prison have not 

et been found sufficient to confine.” Here you shew a lit- 
tle of your Christian devil, for, mind you, that your devil 
inhabits none but a Christian house, and the character im- 
posed upon him is no where to be found out of the Christian 
community. I am impious, so far as that I donot worship 
such Gods as Satan, Jehovah, and his Son or second self, 
and that as I do not imitate or associate with such charac- 
térs as Thomas Mease. But would John Wesley, think you, 
have put forth such a sentence as that you have written of 
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me? Is there any thing in such asentenece, think you, which 
our Christian Judges would not call libellous. Perhaps you 
think and know that defamatory libels are only recognized 
in our Courts where a Christian is defamed? [am profane 
only because [ will not worship and bow to your idols, for 
all your Christian Gods are idols as contemptible as Jupiter or 
Juggernaut. ‘They do not exist even in wood: though we 
have them painted on paper and canvas, and one of them in 
the character of a malefactor at the place of execution in 
metal, or what the primitive Christians call crucifives! A 
wretch is one fallen and degraded, but I feel that | am daily 
rising in the public esteem, at least, I find a continued in- 
crease of support and public approbation without one 
cringing, or begging for it. 

At page 31, you meek and lowly Christian, call some fe- 
males brutal because they expressed their abhorrence of the 
treatment Mrs. Carlile has received from the Christian per- 
secutors, and you say, that with Mrs. Carlile and my Sister, 
they are a disgrace to their sex. They are not Christians, 
nor hypocrites, nor idolators, of any kind, but I'll warrant it, 
that the females of your neighbourhood, who expressed their 
abhorrence of the treatment experienced by Mrs. Carlile, are 
as moral and as virtuous, as any inthe county of York. When- 
ever you see a strange man and woman walk into your shop 
of sugars and serges, you may expect that I am about to in- 
troduce Mrs. Carlile to yoa to ask for an explanation where 
and how she has disgraced her sex. [I have never sent her 
out to beg pennies to support priestcraft and idolatry. She 
has never figured at a ‘‘ love-feast” to gratify a sensual pas- 
sion for the glory of that God which begot another God, or 
himself, for we are told both, upon a Jewish maid. I am 
satisfied that she has no religious paramours, and that she 
does not make appointments to follow the common routine 
of religious exercises for the purpose of cloaking her views 
and gratifying ber desires. It is notorious that there is more 
unchastity among the female Methodists than among all 
the other females in the country, and this is caused entirely 
froin the class systems, the love-feasts, and the various man- 
ners in which their religious exercises bring them in contact 
with the male Methodists. Nature always: asserts her rights 
and powers over hypocrisy. A woman, who feels Jesas 
Christ in and about her, is in that state of mental delusion‘and 
corporeal sensuality, as to bea fit and easy object for seduc- 
tion, or even for seducing her male brothers in God. Mrs. 
Carlile or my Sister will never be ashamed to look Mr. and 
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Mrs. Mease in the face, if Mr. M. has gone so far as to gra- 
tify some of the religious sepsualities among the Methodist fe- 
males with the name of wife. A man who studies human 
nature knows well what the moving of the religious spirit 
means in,men or women, Philosophy forms the only check 
upon undue sensualities, and, though in some of your pages 
you, have used the words religious philosophy, t beg leave 
to. tell you, that the two words form an antithesis, and have 
no more relation, than if I were to say vicious virtue, 
However I will conclude this paragraph by saying that] 
know no situation in this country -so fitting for Mr. Mease 
as the joint editorship of the “ New Times” with Doctor 
Stoddart. The Doctor is quite flippant in calling women 
Jemale monsters, because they give their countenances to 
another woman, prosecuted and persecuted by Christian 
men for her opinions and virtues. I hope to get Mrs. 
Wright and her friends to lug the Doctor’s ears, for he is 
but the shadow of a man, and frightened out of his wits 
when taken to task by man or woman, and I recommend the 
insulted females of Stokesly to serve Mr. Mease in the same 
way, for I am sure, from his publication, that be has nota 
manly attribute about him; but thatheis a foul, a sneaking, 
and a dishonest Methodist. 

The next point | have to notice is, where you state one of 
my ideas of right to be a revolution at the expence of blood. 
Yes, Sir, I would revolutionize that government at the ex- 
pence of blood that has sacrificed aud will again sacrifice, if 
it.can, millions.of men to keep down the growing intelligence 
and a happier state of mankind: that government_which 
sends distress into almost every industrious and virtuous ta- 
mily, and bangs and starves thousands yearly: that govern- 

xeut which is not conducted upon any one moral principle, 
nor conducive to any one moral good to the general commu- 
nity.. 1 have long held the idea that. it would be better to 
sacrifice as many lives to revolutionize a bad government, 
as that government itself would sacrifice by its continuance 
for another year or two. But the whole of this question 
turns upop the means necessary to produce theend, I have 
no delight in human blood, or the sacrifice of human life. If 
ever I countenanced the sacrifice in one shape, it would be 
from the motive of preventing a greater sacrifice, if an ex- 
isting system continued. This would be the ground work of 
my. reasoning and calculation before I would risk a single 
life.. .No man living can be more desirous of peace, of uni- 
yersal peace, and general human happiness than I am, but L 
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see that this cannot be accomplished so long as kings bold 
absolute power over the bodies, and priests over the minds 
of thankind. Under the presert state of things in Europe, 
we shall have nothing but bloody and capricious wars gene- 
rated upon the most trivial grounds, or upon mere indivi- 
dual taste and distaste. Here, Mr. Thomas Mease, you 
have the extent and the extreme of all my bloody and revo- 
lutionary ideas. Show them to be wrong if you can. 

I have now fo thank you for making some pithy extracts 
from my publications, and as you affect to doubt the force 
of them I will endeavour to explain them to you. ‘The first 
is from the ‘* Address to Men of Science,” where you seem 
‘to doubt that the words *“* God, Devil, Heaven, and Hell, 
are hypocritical and unmeaning words.” Now they are 
words of meaning, or they are not. If they are, to what do 
they relate, where and what ure we to seek for the physical 
substances that form their archetypes? If we cannot now 
discover any archetypes to the words, what satisfaction have 
we that the inventors of the words had any archetypes in 
their eyes? I take upon myself to state that neither of those 
words relate to any known existence; and if they do not, 
and ifno one can shew the contrary, upon what principle of 
right can we continue to use them? What can be their uti- 
lity? For utility should be visible in all our words, aims, 
and actions. If they have no archetypes; if they carry no 
meaning, and have no utility, then they are hypocritical, be- 
cause they impose upon weak minds, and are affected to be 
what they are not in reality. 

You have copied another paragraph from one of my let- 
ters to Judge Bailey, which treats upon the same subject, 
at page 116, 117, Vol. V. of ** The Republican,” but here 
I have nothing left to do but to shew how “ Religion is 
Idolatry.” Religion is a professed worship of a God, or 
assumed existence; but as this assumed existence cannot 
be proved to exist, and as it is not proved, it follows, that 
any attempt to worship must be idolatry. You go into 
your chapels or your chambers, you pray and sing hymns 
to a fancied power, you fancy that power is in existence, 
hears you, and approves what you are doing; but, after all, 
this is a mental delusion, there is no such power, you can- 
not demonstrate it, nor can you believe it if you would 
determine to rest your belief upon conviction after inquiry. 
This then constitutes idolatry: for your praying and your 
singing hymns forms the whole of your religion, and you 
worship an idol who has no existence out of your, mind. 
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You cannot prove the utility of religion, to say nothing 
about its being idolatry. You cannot give one reason for 
the faith to which you hold, and for not holding which, 
you would abuse and injure your neighbour, and rejoice at 
his destruction. 

Religion is a word that relates to certain forms and cere- 
monies among mankind, but it does not relate to any power 
in existence. It forms a waste of time, and produces no 
kind of benefit, unless it be to the Priests who live by it. 
It benefits neither the individual nor the society, but has 
been the common scourge of mankind by its tendency to 
produce war and evil passions among them, 

You call Nature a senseless something, but this is even 
more than can be said of your idol. We too call Nature a 
senseless something, and we demonstrate it, whilst that de- 
monstration excludes your idols from all existence. We 
do not personify Nature, but by a figurative way of speak- 
ing. ‘The great operations of matter upon matter, and, the 
motion of every part and particle, constitute what we call 
senseless Nature, that is, we deny the intelligence which is 
wrongfully attributed to the great whole. 

Pray, why did you not analyze that paragraph of my 
letter to Judge Bailey which you copied? Why give it in 
its naked form, without supporting or refuting it. You call 
it horribly HORRIFIC, but why not shew it to be erroneous 
first, and apply ill names to it afterwards. It coutains very 
strong and very concise assertions: they must be true or 
false, or partly true and false, and the meek and lowly fol- 
lower of John Wesley should have refuted what was wrong, 
or have shewn that it was all wrong, before he had cursed 
it or its author.. I now challenge you to write another 
pamphlet and make any paragraphs your text for refuta- 
tion, and [ challenge you by telling you that every expres- 
sion is strictly true and correct to the letter, and if truth be 
horribly HORRIFIC in your eyes, it is not so in mine. I 
would most willingly defend the contents of that paragraph 
before any man or woman in this island, and | am proud 
to dare Mr. Thomas Mease to shew the slightest error 
in, jt. 

I bave now a short. space to devote to the question of 
Methodism. I look upon the Methodists as the most hy- 
pocritical, and consequently the most detestable, of all the 
Chuistian sects, for they not only make more public cant 
about, their religion than the others, but they basely attempt 
to, support the original fraud, by saying, that they have 
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spiritual communications with their idols... They are -not 
considered good members unti) they have bad those affected 
religious illuminations: they are not converted, or called, 
until'they have shammed, and publicly declared, that abc- 
minable falsehood. : 

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist sect, was one 
of ‘those artful priests, who saw that the usual routine of 
priestcraft was become too formal and stale in the eyes of 
the multitude to yield him sufficient influence and gratifica- 
tion ; so he started a new system for himself and succeeded 
well. The sect of Methodists is evidently the most power- 
ful existing sect, but it has reached its heighth, and has 
been for several years retrogressing. I have drawn many 
thousand members from it, and shall continue so to do so 
long as there are so many left. Upon sectarian grounds 
they are a sect unassailable, for they are swayed by more 
powerful sensualities than any other sect, and their system 
of making proselytes is more effectual than that of any 
other. There is no ground by which we can assail effec- 
tually a Methodist Fanatic, but by explaining to him that 
the whole of his religion is an imposture and founded in 
fables, the heroes of which never had existence. Out of 
the New Testament there is not the slightest testimony of 
the existence of such a person as Jesus of Nazareth is said 
to have been. The absence of ail mention of him by Jo- 
sephus, the Jewish historian, who was so minute in tracing 
all the causes which led to the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and the overthrow of the Jewish nation, is to me a sufficient 
proof that no such person ever existed, for the main part of 
the evidence in favour of that existence is, that the over- 
throw of the Jewish nation, and the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, were consequences of the rise and progress of Chris- 
tianity and of pretended predictions by Jesus. Josephus 
must have lived at the period of the reputed crucifixion of 
Jesus, and in Jerusalem too, and he says not a word about 
all those vagaries of nature which were said: to have taken 
place on that occasion. He, and Pliny the elder; were the 
only contemporary historians, and they knew nothing of 
the name of Jesus Christ or of the Christian sect.’ Pliny 
must have lived throughout the period that Jesus is said to 
have lived, and fifty years after, and was well acquainted 
with every record concerning the Roman Empire, of which 
Judea was a part, and he knew nothing of what is related 
in the New Testament; it is also a plain matter of fact, that 
all the writings of the New Testament are forgeries and 
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antedated. For my) part, 1 do not believe one: sentence te- 
lated in the four Gospels and the Acts of the Aposthes; mor 
do I give full credit to a sentence in the Hpistles: thateis 
matter of history. Besides all this lack of testimony, the 
stories about your personal Gods and Devils, your heaven 
and hell as their place of residence, and ours in our turn, 
will no longer do to be propagated. ‘They are false; there 
are no such Gods or Devils; there are no such places as 
heaven or hell. Man has no living’ part but dies with his 


death, and there is no human immortality. 
R. CARLILE. 


TO MR, R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 











Sir, 

1 am extremely gratified by your observations in your Republican of 
Noy. 8th, on my letter inserted therein, which observations, as my 
object is solely to receive and give information, are equal in my es- 
timation to a formal answer, at the same time assuring you that my 
name is not withheld through a fearful or slavish disposition or situa- 
tion, as you will perhaps be one day convinced. 

I. must here apologize for again obtruding on your attention, 
but the importance of the subject, as you yourself will own it, to- 
gether with the tardiness of my own conception, and theestrangement 
of your own thoughts perhaps by other oppressive concerns, will-I 
hope form a sufficient excuse. 

In the first place, | could have wished, if your leisure had permit- 
ted, that you would have answered my positions and arguments first, 
which I am convinced might have been done in as small a compass 
as I wrote them, if at all; for really 1 do not see any thing in your 
axiom but assertions, (and I am far from meaning to offend when 
I'say) that will not stand of themselves, and cannot be supported, 

You tell me I should have looked a little deeper before I had pro- 
nounced your assertion, that intelligence is a property not in itself 
natural, a contradiction of other assertions, but it was not altogether 
the contradiction of terms I meant to mark ; but really I conceived 
you was deceiving yourself, for a person professing to believe a ple- 
num ad infinitum could scarce believe he could get out of it by his 
own: exertions at least, therefore you should have allowed intelligence 
by all-means to be natural, especially as you assert it to be material? 
is the diamond less a natural production because art has polished it: 
Art may combine, or separate, or arrange the parts and products of 
nature, but she can neither create or annihilate, yet possibly you will 
smile assent when I assert, both can be done by a sufficient power. 

1 am ‘far’ from’ believing or admitting a plenum, nay, I can take 
upon myself to prove the contrary, but admitting for a moment for 
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the sake of argument that the sentient principle or mind is material, 
still the operations of that mind, or the result of those operations can 
lay no claim to materiality, or be composed of that mind, any more 
than the reflection in a mirror is a part of the object reflected, or the 
splendour of the diamond is a part of itself. Now the operations of 
the mind are the reflections of the mind, the pictures of the mind, as 
the others are of the body, though we have found means to perpetu- 
ate by the help of letters the likeness of the one with more facility 
than the other, but we could never pourtray these operations or this 
mind in any tangible form. 

The next thing I shall take notice of is, what I take to be a con- 
fusion of terms, which should by ali means be avoided, or we shall 
never come to just conclusions. You say; there can be but one in- 
finite, eternity and infinity are words of the same meaning and ex- 
pression ;- for duration is extension, &c.’’ whether this is an error 
of the press I cannot say, but 1 have always been led to conceive 
that duration has relation to eternity, and extension to infinity. You 
add ‘‘ what we call time being nothing more than the motions of the 
varieties of matter”. Now, ! scarcely know whether I am to under- 
stand by this, that if matter had not existed, eternal duration, and 
infinite extension would have had no being, because: perhaps you 
will say, there would have been nothing to endure, and nothing to 
extend, But I deny this totally, for this depends not on matter, we 
have independent abstract ideas of it. Suppose for a moment there 
is nO matter existent, have you less clear ideas, of duration or exten- 
sion? It is true so far, that if no being existed, none could have 
those ideas, and if no matter was in motion or existed, we could not 
divide duration into time, or space into portions, but eternity and in- 
finity would still of necessity exist; for all that can be coneluded is, 
that sensible things first helped us to form those ideas, but who when 
he has gained the mountain top doubts his elevation because he fixes 
his eyes upon the rugged path by which he ascended. You go on to 
say; ‘* we know that matter does exist, therefore matter must be the 
original, otherwise there would be no infinite, for the non-existence 
(as f should takeit was meant) of matter, would be a breach in the 
ehain which an infinite cannot admit.” 1 can only say this is an un- 
accountable way of proving the originality and infinity of matter, 
of which | think the reverse may easily be proved, thus matter can- 
not be original or infinite, first not infinite because its ponderosity is 

ual to its solidity, and as the most solid or heavy bodies have va- 
euities, the lighter of course have many more, and this lightness must 
be caused by the absence of matter in those vacuities or pores, the 
substance or matter may be more diffused, but this will only increase 
the number of pores or vacuums, and each vacuum detracts from 
absolute infinity; not to mention those countless miles of vacuity, 
where there is not sufficient perhaps to weigh a feather, and where a 
feather would fall or be attracted with the velocity of falling lead, 
and where if any matter existed the planetary motions would not be 
performed in equal times. 
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Next matter cannot be the original, because as matter it is and 
must be under a restraint, and from which it cannot extricate itself ; 
for if the original, there would lave been nothing to impose 
restraint, there had been no one to say thou shalt be blind, or hard, 
or heavy, or attractive, thou shalt be dispersed in particles, or con- 
centred in a mass, for it is evident these obligations or restrictions 
are imposed on matter; and what restricts or binds must be superior, 
But you will say it imposes all these things, and much more on 
itself. Very good; then you place within it a vital, a motive energy, 
for account for those things without it if you can, and if you cannot, 
you must allow its substance also to be atits own discretion, or rather 
say its essence is known only to itself; and if you can come thus far 


we shall be but a very little distance from each other, and I think if - 


you examine closely, and what I further mean to advance, you will 
discover there is no alternative, for there cannot be a more active in- 
dependent principle than self-determination and direction without 
controul, 

You may talk of powers, properties, and motions, varieties, qua- 
lities, forms and effects of matter, but you will be none the nearer to 
the goal you seek, the Cretan labyrinth would be much easier ex- 
plored. We will suppose the case of an exquisitely able artist capa- 
ble of producing a very complicated piece of mechanism that shall 
want no exterior help or stimulus for an indefinite time, suppose it 
is a chronometer; will any one say I know nothing of the artist, I 
see the result of something in which there certainly must be great 
harmony in conceit of action or motion, atid | know the result is ex- 
aet, but how can this artist pervade these movements, is he pre- 
sent, and can he be in that mechanism, and also in a distant 
land; or did I ever see him operate or work upon it,orcan he see 
the results (if indeed he does exist) can he see the results that 
will or has happened at such distant periods, can he bring or bind 
future to the present? No, the materials have inherent motion, power, 
harmony, variety, qualities and forms, each is so exactly poised that 
it impels the other and produces the effects, the mechanism (if you 
please) or phenomenon we see, and thus, it will act eternally. What 
would be your decision with respect to a man that could make those 
observations. 

Now we know many powers, properties, motions, varieties, qua 
lities, forms and effects exist, of course that they are possible, 
together with the sentient principle or mind of man: yes, you will 
say, but all these are, or belong to matter, let it be so, the mind 
of man and all (that is intellect) let all be matter; it will not militate 
against our present purpose, but let us stipulate for this, which no 
one will deny us (for if they do my argument is not for them) that 
the mind of man, or intellect, is an active principle, perfectly free 
within a certain circumscribed sphere, possessing of course self-di- 
rection, deliberative decision: we-know all these things exist, and 
we know that something exists eternally, and we know that all 
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these things at least must be possest by that eternal something, for 
we find them possible, and we know there could be nothing to pre- 
vent possession, therefore there must be a vital, self-directing prin- 
ciple eternally existent; but say you, | will go by my senses, | see 
but a‘small atom called man that is animated and endued_ with this 
energy, and though such animation or vitality must have existed 
eternally, | cannot see how that could controul, influence, or guide 
such a mass of matter; good, but what was to give existence to a 
greater mass of matter than could be guided, or what was to set bounds 
to this vital energy, if you will favour me with an answer to these 
questions I will againreply or candidly accede, but if youcannot, you 
must see as well as mental capacity can, a magnificent, stupendous, 
incomprehensible spirit, and as we should enquire how far it is safe 
to go to know where to stop, | think at this point we should say, 
here ends philosophy. For though demonstration from negation, or 
proof that things cannot be otherwise, will develope every attribute 
of the first and only cause of all, yet all attempt at the complete 
elucidation of the economy of such a power must be evident presump- 
tion, because all our researches are but the effects of permission. 
Yet to amplify a little without proceeding a jot farther I shall say ; 
here is matter and vitality, assimulate them as closely as you can, 
say vitality is inherent in matter, or say it is matter itself, place it 
or compound it as you will, and it is all decomposed and overthrown 
by this simple question: who compelled this vitality to wear the 
form of, or use the substance matter? Again separate vitality and 
matter, say they exist independent of each other; and_we shail find 
a complete anomaly —two supremes cannot exjst, and two powers ip- 
dependentof each other must rest upon an unique base, for their inde- 
pendence of each other, isthe strongest proof of power above them, 
thus they again verge into one overwhelming, supporting, eternal, 
infinite power, to whom no substance is essential. 

It inay be objected perhaps, that you do not pretend that matter is 
comprehensible and that its essence 1s acknowledged to be unknown: 
but still I answer the base or the essence of matter is matter, and of 
whatever that essence may consist, it cannot exist in opposition to the 
will of omnipotence, that would be complete contradiction, aud he, 
being his own hase, or essence, that is of course undiscoverable and 
singular, or he would be no God, 

Before I conclude I shall just mention a certain reverie which 
though not adopted, has sometimes puzzled, and been thought by some 
possible ,which though perfectly ridiculous, the elucidation may.throw 
some light on another disputed subject, I mean the successional ge- 
nerations of men; for some fixing their eyes on these, have supposed 
it possible there might have been a successional series of Supreme 
Beings from eternity, but we have only to consider that each Being, 
being supreme in his. duration, could always chuse whether to retain 
existence, or deliver it to a successor of his own creation, for no 
compulsion could exist; but with men we know well there is com- 
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pulsion, of course every generation must see and feel they are subject 
to the laws of some superior. 
I remain, Sir, 
Anxious for your Welfare and Liberation, 


J. EWC, 


P. S. For I hope to see the day when persecution shall yield to 
discussion. 





OBSERVATIONS. 





My Correspondent J. E. C. is a philosopher of the old 
school: one of those of the Priestly and Price stamp, who 
would write volumes about liberty and necessity, about God 
and Devil, about good and evil, and never decide or deter- 
mine any thing, nor state a proposition but the other may 
oppose and refute it. And why is this? Why, because they 
proceed upon hypothesis; because they step out of nature; 
because there is no such thing as a standard or general rule 
for any thing ip nature or in ‘matter. All is variety and all 
is motion, every variety has its relations and dependences, 
and no one variety nor any combined or detached number 
of varieties can form a standard for reference and fixed deci- 
sion upon any subject or proposition. I rather think thata 
deep inquiry into the properties or existences of liberty and 
necessity, of good and evil, would reduce the apparent op- 
posite qualities into one, for the good of one variety of matter 
is the evil of another, and vice versa; and liberty is always 
surrounded by necessity, and necessity by liberty, so as to 
involve them in one common principle, in an abstracted 
view of the varieties and motions of matter. Upon the same 
conclusion we may view a question, the solution of which 
is very simple and easy to one mind, and very deep and dif- 
ficult to another, whilst a third may stand in the midway, or 
in an opposite relationto both. ‘The question must contain a 
comprehensible principle, it then forms a distinct variety, to 
which the different minds have different relations, and upon 
which they perhaps may never unite, because, though they 
fee] the liberty to enquire, the variance in their comprehen- 
sions forms a necessitating power to their different conclu- 
sions, . This simple demonstration will shew the wickedness 
of persecution for matters of opinion. 

Nether my situation, disposition, or other duties will allow 
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me to enter into any voluminous philosophical disquisition 
at this moment; I shall therefore briefly combat the argu- 
ments of my Correspondent, and explain the force of what 
he calls my former unproved assertions, which 1 trust will 
be found a sufficient answer to all the arguments J. E. C. 
has advanced against my conclusions. 

Upon the question of intelligence being natural or artificial, 
I may add, that its being of the latter quality, by no means 
dispenses with its materiality, nor does it affect my conclu- 
sion of a plenum ad infinitum, as J. E. C. bas wrongly as- 
sumed. I distinctly stated that it was one of the material 
varieties which formed a part of that plenum. Artificial 
productions are not less material than those that are natural ; 
but they are so much less natural as the labour or influence 
of art has changed their qualities or appearances. 

J. E. C. does not admit a plenum, but says, he can prove 
the contrary. If he can I will no longer call myself a ma- 
terialist. But 1 am sure he can prove nothing of the kind, 
as | am sure of my own existence. He says, the pores of 
solid matter are vacuities: he is mistaken they are not vacui- 
ties, but are at all times filled with gaseous matter, how 
otherwise do heat and cold, or moisture and dryness, pervade 
them. An air-pump is the power that approaches nearest 
to the completion of a vacuity, but is known to chemists and 
other scientific men, that the valves of the pump cease to 
play before any thing likea vacuity isaccomplished. Rare- 
faction is not vacuity. 

The reftection of a mirror is an optical illusion: it is an 
artificial mean of reversing the natural order of vision by 
looking backward or into our own faces. In looking into 
it we see ourselves and are the material object seen. It is a 
mere play with the material powers of sight, in the same 
sense as we can hear the sounds we make, or contemplate 
ourselves by the material powers of the mind. 

If J. E. C. imagines there can be any vacuity between the 
planets, how does he account for light and heat, and the me- 
‘dium by which the material powers of sight are fixed on 
them? How does he account for the motions of the planets? 
Throughout all his researches he will find that matter has 
no vital energy and that it is without action, unless one va- 
riety has another peculiar variety in conjunction to act upon. 
Coals or wood will not generate fire to consume themselves, 
but bring fire among them, and they will generate it until 
nearly all their contents are consumed or gaseated. ‘The 
poison that destroys the vital powers of the animal is harm- 
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less if it has ne animal contact. Examine it any way you 
please, and you will find that matter bas no vital energy per- 
vading it: that there is nothing like intelligence connected 
with it: but, that all its motions and energies are the results 
of contact between varieties. ° 

As to the results of mechanism or human design, they are 
evident means to produce an end; but in all the operations 
of the varieties of matter, we can see nothing like an end de- 
signed, for every intelligent man will scout the notion of hu- 
man immortality. Atl is change and imperfection. 


R. CARLILE 








TO THE EDITOR OF THE REPUBLICAN, 





Sir, Lynn, Dec. 11, 1822. 
By your inserting in your valuable publication the annexed Song, 


You will oblige, yours, &c, 
A CONSTANT READER. 


——_ 





Tune—Go to the Devil and shake yourself. 


’Bout Norfolk bred heroes sometimes what a bellow, 
Still Paine shall stand foremost that truly great man, 
Renown’d, not for murders, yet ne’er was his fellow, 
Read his works, and deny it my friends if you can. 
Though suppress’d by a tax and tithe-eating banditti, 
For they strike at the root of this blood- thirsty crew, 
We'll get ’em in ev’ry town, village, and city, 
And State Impositions lay open to view, 


We'll get ’em, and read ’em, and lend ’em our neighbours, 
Like men if they'll think and reflect they shall find, 

That Kingeraft and Priestcraft the bane of their labour, 
Are plausible systems to plunder mankind: 

They’ ik see that your Priests of the Church are but Robbers, 
These drones by all classes are certainly fed; 

E’en the poorest are stripp’d by these soul-saving jobbers, 
Let those who employ ’em provide ‘em with bread. 


The system of tithes is upbeld by the sabre, 
That screens sneaking Priests so sunk in disgust; 
What an insult their claims on the fruits of man’s labour, 
Their pitiful jargon’s too dear at a crust, 
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Such stuff, tho’ consider’d by some profound learning, 

~ For Political Fraud ’tis no more than a cloak, 

Their Faith, and their Grace, and their brimstone and burning, 
Their kidnapping Devil, their pitch and their smoke, 


*Twas bold Thomas Paine wrote the famed ‘** Age of Reason,”’ 
Which makes Parsons stamp, swear, and turn up their eyes, 
Or with gravity call it ‘‘ blasphemy” and treason, 
But who’s to be gull’d by their looks and their lies ? 
What a farce when we hear shuffling asses condemn it, 
With phiz so demure how they'll talk about shame, 
For Reason has still knaves and.asses to stem it, 
Or shovel-hat dolts couldn’t play such a game, 


** Common Sense’’ too he wrote, here at monarchs he pointed, 
Said States without Kings might be govern’d no worse ; 

How subjects were fleeced by these choice ‘* Lord’s Anointed,”’ 
That they often were useless, more often a curse. 

** Rights of Man,”’ fifty more things he wrote to improve us, 
He was shock’d to see man such a tool, it was clear, 

From our blindness and errors he strove to remove us, 
Then let us, for ever, his mem’ry hold dear. 








TO MR, R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Sir, Huli, December 16, 1822. 
AT atime when thousands of our fellow Countrymen were sacrific- 
ing their talents at the shrine of their idol, in useless prayer; we, a 
few of your admirers, met to celebrate the anniversary of your birth, 
which was done in a very agreeable and cenvivial manner, although 
on a Sunday. 

It was the intention of your Friends to have met on the 16th Nov. 
but owing to circumstances, and doubts of your not being liberated on 

_ that day, it was postponed until the 8th Dec. being your birth-day ; 
when after your health, that of your family, and all Republicans 
were drank, the subject of the five senses of the haman frame, were 
discussed, to the satisfaction of all present; and those who were be- 
fore sceptical, were convinced that man is altogether a material 
being. This shows the beauty of free discussion, when truth is the 
object required and reason is our guide therein. From the absence 
of those two qualities in debate arise all those disputations, both pub- 
lic and private, which cause so many contests and controversies in 
society, and in fact, make it a state of warfare of tongues and pens 
for superiority, instead of being comparisons of facets, of reasons, or 
at least, of opinions, Where demonstration cannot be obtained a re- 
ligious dispute must for ever remain undecided, 

Let us persevere thenin propagating the opinions of materialism, be- 
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cause, to us it appears the only true standard as yet demonstrated by 
our men of science, If the fictitious places, which the theologians 
tell us, are ‘provided for our future happmess or misery, could have 
occupied any part of space discernable to our most profound philo- 
sophers, it could not have been overlooked by such men as the isle 
of Albion can boast of, but, as no such place can be found, we are 
most assuredly in the right when we consider ourselves entirely ma- 
terial beings, and that all manner of intelligence as to rewards and 
punishments, leave us the moment we cease to live. 

We treat with becoming contempt all manner of fools, that abuse 
you in the pulpit or out of, that shop, and, we invite them into the 
field of discussion, where probably they would have the satisfaction 
of seeing, as Mrs. Wright observes, ‘* their airy phantoms dispersed 
with a breath’’, 

Whether our opinions are to be subject to continual persecution, 
fine, and imprisonment, or, whether we are to havea free press and 
free discussion through your means, time, with the exertions of your 
friends, alone can decide, but above all, let us, like the Epicurians of 
old, merit the admiration of the world by our morality, and inviola- 
ble friendship. 

With respect to our politics, we are Republicans, and nothing 

short of that system of government, shall silence our complaint, 
‘though we are not ‘* Gentlemen and Scholars’, we have a suffi- 
ciency of common sense, to disclose to us the preference of Repub- 
licanism, to any manner of monarchial despotism. ‘That you may 
live to see the establishment of the representative system, with 
an elective magistracy, from the chief magistrate to the petty 
constable, when, we shall hear no more of one part of the people re- 
turning thanks for the destruction of the other, that you may see all 
manner of church establishments brushed away, and, that the time 
may arrive in your day, which may with propriety be denominated 
the “* Age of Reason’’, that millions yet unborn may have occasion 
t¢ hail theday with enthusiasm that gave birth to Richard Carlile is 
the wish of those for whom I write. | 

Your Friendsintend to meet again on the 29th of January, to cele- 
brate the birth-day of that friend to mankind, Thomas Paine, whose 
productions are bursting forth like the sun in the morning, proclaim- 
ing bappiness to the human race. 

With every sentiment of respect for your future welfare, and that 
of all labouring in the cause of freedom, I subscribe in behalf of your 


admirers, 
JOHN KIRBY, 


P. S. We wish to know how you are situated as to prison disci- 
pline since the period of your three years imprisonment, or whether 
you are put upyn the footing of a debtor. 


Vol, VI. No. 31. 
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TO MR. JOHN KIRBY, HULL. 





SIR, Dorchester Gaol, Dec. 19, 1822. 
I AM happy in having found a Friend and Correspondent in 
Hull, who is not afraid to avow himself and Friends to be 
Republicans and Materialists, as 1 have a great aversion to 
correspond with a mau who miuces the matter, and who 
sacrifices his principles i) general orto individual prejudices. 

When I see men avowing themselves to be Republicans 
and Materialists, I can comprehend what they mean, but 
when I hear them calling themselves political Protestants or 
Radical Reformers, I cannot perceive what object they 
have in view, or whether I[ shall find it a credit or discredit 
to be associated with them. I think very lightly of that man 
who professes to bea Reformer, and who fears to define to 
what extent he thinks it necessary Reform should be carried. 
I would rather avoid than share the friendship of such a 
man. 

I thank you and all the Republicans of Hull for the mark 
of respect you have shewn me, and I assure you, that I have 
but one aim, namely to accomplisha free discussion that shall 
not be.subject to fine and imprisonment. Free discussion seems 
avery simple and unobjectionable thing to ask or to strive for, 
but depend on it that it embraces every thing that is condu- 
cive to the welfare of human beings. I have givea as my 
motto in the sixth volume of “The Republican :” Persever- 
ance in free discussion—the only basis of public liberty ; 
public happiness and public prosperity”. For myself I can 
promise you, that I willnot be confined to precept, but 
that I will exhibit the exemplary part of the matter, be the 
cousequence what it ma 

My prison discipline remains unchanged: locked up close 
all the day, when the weather or other circumstances do not 
admit my taking the two hours walk at a stated time. 


I am, Sir, respectfully yours. 
R. CARLILE. 


/ 








QUEEN MAB. 





THERE are now no less than four editions of this work on 
sale, but I would caution all my friends against an imper- 
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fect edition selling under the imprint of William Clark. I 
was not aware of it until within the last week. At 5, 
Water Lane, Fleet Street, perfect copies may be had under 
my imprint at 7s. 6d. in bds. and any other copies selling 
uuder my name are not for my profit or under my controul. 
I bave also purchased the whole of the remaining copies 
of the original edition printed by Mr. Shelley in 1813. There 
were but 180 copies left, and these will be sold at the same 
price in sheets to those friends of Mr. Shelley, or others, who 
may prize an original copy. The difference in the original 
and my present edition is, that the notes of the latter are all 
translated. ‘The imperfections of the copy selling under the 
imprint of William Clark, consist in the exclusion of all 
those words and sentences which some simpleton considered 
libellous. ‘They were sold by the Printer at little better than 
waste paper price, and are now put forth as perfect copies. 


RICHARD CARLILE, 








ERRATA. 





In the Address to the Haytians, page 940, for immorality is 
a bugbear, read, immortality. Many other errors were left 
in the same article which the reader may easily correct. 
The fault is with the Printer, to remedy which, steps shall be 
taken immediately. 

In the list of names last published as subscribers from 
Leeds, the name of Denvy, with a motto, should have been 
entered as 4s. instead of 4d. 








HORRIBLE DEPRAVITY!!! 





It is with mingled feelings of shame, grief, and indignation, 
we state that a Clergyman named Milles, was yesterday 
charged before our sitting Magistrates with an attempt to 
commit an unnatural crime!!! The delinquent was held to 
bail to appear at our next City Session and take his Trial 
for the offence, himself in £200, and two sureties in £100. 
each.— Bath Gazette. 
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Received at Water Lane, froma few friends to Free Discussion, in Cripplegate. 
s. d . s. d, 

Jeremiah Fransham 0 May all Tyrants be brought 

Ba 6 to condign punishment 0 

W.D. 6 A Friend to Liberty 2 

Thomas Avery 0 A Friend to ditto 1 

S. ae G6 Abrahdm, not the Father of 

John Daniels 0 the faithful, but a lover of 

J.G. 6 Reason and Truth 1 6 


Subscriptions received up to Christmas, 1822. Towards the Fines, Losses and 
Expences of R. CARLILE. 

ie 

15 

17 


Macclesfield 
Milbourne 
Manchester 
Norwich 
Nottingham 

Oldham and vicinity 
Oxford 

Paisley 

Paris 

Portsea 

Potoven 

Pulborough 
Richmond, Yorkshire 
Rippenden 
Salisbury 

Sheffield 

Shipley 

Skipton 

Sleaford 

Stockport 

Stokesly: 

Taunton 

Tod Morden 
Wakefield 
Winchester 
Wisbeach 
Yarmouth 

London andits vicinity ©398 


£891 14 


Ashton-under-lyne 
Bath 

Birmingham 
Bradford 

Bristol 

Bolton 

Boston 

Bury, Lancashire 
Chadderton near Oldham 
Cambridge 
Canterbury 
Carlisle 
Chichester 
Crayford 
Dewsbury 
Edinburgh 
Folkingham 
Glasgow 
Gladwick 
Greenock 

Halifax 

Hereford 
Ollingwood 
Huddersfield 

Hull 

Jamaica 

Leicester 

Leeds and vicinity 
Liverpool 

Lynn 2 

J. Rhodes, W. V. Holnies, and H. Boyle, acknowledge the receipt of 
1s. each from W. W. 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Anti-Christ acknowledges the receipt of the faithful translation from the 
Hebrew, of the Toldoth Jesus, or the Gospel according to the Jews, which 
shall be printed forthwith. Anti-Christ will avail himself of the assistance 
of his Jewish Translator to bring the whole of the differeut writings of the 
kind, into the English language. 

The letter of A. C. with £1. is received and will be partly acted upon 
as to its suggestions. 


Printed and Published by R. CARLILE, 55, Fieet-Street- 
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